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‘Dar Committee observe that they have judged it ne» 
cessary to proceed with peculiar caution, and that therefore 
the progress of the Institution has hitherto been slow ; yet, 
they trust, their design has been advancing, and will ulti- 
mately attain the desired end. It appears, that though se- 
veral offers of Missionaries from among our own country- 
men have been made, various impediments have as yet 
prevented their engaging with them; they have therefore 
"been induced to turn their attention towards the obtaining 
of foreign Missionaries. ‘wo yetng men from the Semi- 
nary at Berlin, Mr. Melchior Renner, and Mr. Peter Hart- 
wig, have been procured and accepted as Catechists.’ 
These persons are intended to labour in the Soosoo coun- 
try in Africa; a station chosen partly on account ofjts 
vicinity to the Colony at Sierra Leone, and partly because, 

the Society have already printed several tracts in the Soo- 
soodanguage. These Missionaries, being now in England, 

have an oppertunity of ebtaining some ‘knowledge of that 
tongue, by their friendly intercourse with the African 
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youths now receiving a useful education in the neighbour- 
hood of London. 

The Committee are in correspondence with the Direc- 
tors of the Berlin Seminary for the selection.of four more 
ofthe students, who are to be placed under a course of in- 
struction suited tothe peculiar objects of the Society. The 
Committee express their hope that the forwardness of stran- 
gers to engage in this arduous work, will provoke to holy 
jealousy many of their own countrymen, and kindle the 
same spirit of fervent zeal in many members of their own 
church, to diffuse the knowledge of Christ in the Heathen 
world. 

Mr. Mozely’s memoir respecting a Chinese translation 
of the Scriptures, is yet under the consideration of the So- 


ciety for promoting Christian Knowledge. 
The Arabic edition of the Sc ‘rintures is pe eee un 





as 


der the care ofthe Rev. Mr. Carlyle, who is recently re-= 
turned from Turkey and Palestine, to which part of the 
world he went as Chaplain to the British Embassy at Con- 
stantinople. The indifferent state of his health’since his 
return, has, however, retarded the progress of this impor- 
tant undertaking. 

‘The Appendix contains Papers of considerable import 
ance,’ from which the following Extracts are made. 

No, 1, presents us with the copy of a letter from a Cler- 
gyman in Ceylon to a Gentleman inthis country, dated Co- 
lumabo, Dec. 1801, from which we shall select a fe w extracts. 

*¢ "There can scarcely be any doubt that, if the exertions 


which are practicable were made, the whale inhabitants in 


the British territories here, would willingly embrace the 
glad tidings of salvation. 

‘¢ From the time that the English took possession of this 
island, until the arrival of Mr. North, the Christian schools; 
and eacatine of the inhabitants, were entirely neglected. 
Many-of the Churches had fallen down in ruins, and thou- 
sands of those, who once called themselves Christians, had 
returned to their ancient Paganism and Idolatry. During 
the Dutch government, no native could be admitted into 
any office without professing that he was a member of the 
Reformed Church. There was likewise a prohibition a- 
gainst erecting any new Pagan temples, which falling to the 

ground on the arrival of the English, the number of these 
has been doubled. However, the more lenient measures 
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which government now adopts, promise to improve the 
knowledge of those who still call themselves Disciples of 
Christ, and may, perhaps, be the means of recevering the 
lost sheep. 

“ The British possessions on the island are divided into | 
four districts. ‘“Fhese are divided into counties, which are 
subdivided into parishes. In every. parish is established. 
one Protestant school, where the youth are instructed in 
reading and writing their own language, and in the princi- 
ples of Christianity. ‘The Protestants likewise attend di- 
vine service there on Sundays and other holidays. Over 
every ten schools is appointed one catechist, whose busi- 
nessitis toperform a visitation once a month, to enquire 
into the conduct of the teachers, to examine the progress 
made by the scholars, and to exhort.them to industry and 
diligence. - 





“in cach of the lesser districts is established a ‘native 
officiating preacher, who has been examined by the present 
Governor and Ordinary, and who is instructed to perforne 
divine sérvice in one of the churches or schools every Sun- 
day; to administer the sacrament of baptism, and to so- 
Jemnize ceesibig cae? to exhort the sick or dying, and to 
bury the dead according to the form of the church of En- 
gland. He is also instructed to visit all the schools within 
his province, at least three times in the year, during which, 
he is to endeavour to edify lis flock by his conversation 
and his sermons, to examine particularly the conduct and 
ability of the catechists and schoolmasters, and to inform 
the Principal of the schools minutely of all that occurs. 

‘¢ In each of the’ principal districts are one, two, or three 
clergymen, who have been ordained in Europe ; to each of 
whom is committed a superintending charge of a certain 
number of the schools, of which he performs a visitation 
once a year, and administers the holy communion. 

“Some of the native preachers and catechists are really 
men of poe and abilities, and extremely useful. 

‘¢ By the last general returns in the ecclesiastical depart- 
ment, there were nearly 170 schools, and upwards of 342, 
000 Protestant Christians. The number of Christians f pro- 
fessing the religion of the church of Rome, is likewise very 
great. There are about fifteen of these priests on the island, 
who are indefatigable in their labours, and are daily making 
proselytes. Religious knowicdge is so confined, that the 
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people gladly make use of any prayers, or forms, which 
are given to them ; and have scarcely any books to study, 
unless the Bible, The doctrines of those who have been 
educated by the Dutch are purely Calvinistic, and their ser- 
mons evangelical. 

‘s ‘The Honorable Frederic North, governor of the island, 
has interested himself deepiy in the diffusion of our holy 
religion; and I hope that the beneficial effects of his care 


and attention will be long felt by the inhabitants of this 


island. 

“ Besides the establishments already mentioned, we have 
at Columbo a very flourishing academy divided into three 
schools, Cingalese, Malabar, and European. ‘They are 
taught English as well as the native languages, in the most 
perfect manner. ‘he Cingalese are isons of the head men ; 
and several of them already converse very well in Enclish | 
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and make tolerable translations. These young men wil! 
be well grounded inthe principles of Christianity ; and I 
have great hopes that, when spread abroad amongst there 
countrymen, their influence and example will produce the 
most happy consequences. 

“A supply of English Bibles, Prayer-Books, and any 
other useful books, would be of the greatest benefit to us.” 

Appendix, No. 2,istaken from the Christian Observer. 
vol. 1. p. 329. 

Appendix No. 4, contains thoughts concerning a mission 
to Astracan, by the Rev. Henry Brunton, who, as appears 
irom the next article in the appendix, has to a considerable 
degree, succeeded in carrying into execution his own sug- 
gestions. Theaccount of his success is contained in a let- 
ter from that gentleman, dated Corass, Beshasaw, near 
Geotghieusk, January 27, 1803; an abstract of which 
‘may not be unacceptable to our readers. 

*« T have met with a degree of prosperity in my undertak- 
ing, that makes me afraid. Providence has enabled me to 
do more than ever I meditated. We have fixed ourselves 
in a village which separates the Tartars from the Cabordi- 
ans, who inhabit a great part of Caucasus. Most of these 
are Mahometans ; but they have been lately converted, and, 
on that account, are considered to be less tenacious of their 
religion than the Tartars. 

‘“* The place in which we have settled, is on-the frontier 
of the Russian empire ; but ee in the Circassian 
country. 


er 
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“ We do not conceive that we are in much danger, as 
the people behave to us ina friendly way. ‘The place is 
healthy. I never had better health any where. 

“ My plan for attempting the conversion of the Tartars 
and other nations, situated between Europe and India, has 
always been to form an academy for educating youths, in 
some central situation where protection might be found ; 
that those of them who should appear most pious, sensible, 
and zealous, might go into their native countries and preach 
the Gospel. I proposed to ransom them for this purpose, 
as I dreaded lest those who are free could not be procured. 

“J have already informed you of my being introduced 
toa nobleman, to whom I owe much, who is one of the 
Emperor’s principal ministers. ‘To him [endeavoured to 


explain the plan that I had meditated, and to shew him, that 
the conversion of the Tartars to Christi r wonld be 





highly favorable to their condition ; as it would lead them 
to cultivate the soil, and form among themselves such rela- 
tions and institutions as bind civilized society ; for, in my 
opinion, their wanderjng life and Christianity, are totally 
inconsistent with each other. I neverheard of a wander- 
ing Christian nation. 

“ This benevolent and obliging nobleman was too saga- 
eious not to discern this. He explained our object to the 
Emperor, who allowed him to give us an open letter to 
governors, &c. &c. &e. requiring them to afferd us protec- 
tion and assistance ; and promised to further any plan for 
promoting our object. 

“We accordingly travelled by the way-of Moscow, Sa- 
repta, Astracan, &c. &c. above 3000 versts; and at last 
fixed on the place where we now are. It is within a few 
days journey of Persia and Bokkaria, and within 50 miles 
of Turkey. 

“ After proceeding thus far, I thought it adviseable to 
write to the nobleman who had been so obliging, to see 
whether it might be possible for us to obtain the privileges 
that we conceived to be necessary for the execution of our 
plan. Without liberty to ransom the slaves of the people 
around us (particularly those of them who might become 
Christians) and land for those to settle on-w hie’ night em- 
brace our opinions, and security for them against the out- 
rages of their bigoted countrymen, I saw no way in which 
we could hope for success, 
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“I ventured therefore to propose several articles, te 
which I wished to procure the sanction of the Emperer, 
and which I*conceived to be sufficient 'to lay a foundation 
for the liberty and safety of all wlio might embrace the 
gospel within 500 versts of us. To all which the Emperor 
sf is agreed, and has ordered land to be given us when we 

nay want it, 

“¢ It is impossible to express how much we are obliged to 
the Russians. 

“ Although I doubt not the Soci: ety for Missions to Airi« 
caand the Mast have already suflicient engagements, yet 

ay I not venture to pak, Whether they might not ransom 
afew Tartar youths ? Should any of them prove pious, they 
might afterwards do much in propagating the gospel. 
hum! aly conceive that I could teach them any languag e that 
you would wish them to be taught. I should take care es- 
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pecially to teach them the Persian Ianeuses You cannot 











conceive the réspect and attention that a‘lartar or Circas- 
sian would meet with, who unders stood the Arabic, Turkish, 

Persian, and Tartar languages well. Should I die, there 

would be others of my associates totake care of them.” 





Ee se nee ne 
ON WATTING FOR A DAY OF POWER. 





Preanars, of all the refuges of lies in which men trust, 
there is none So deceitful to themscives, norso dishonourmg 
to God as the conceit which possesses many th att they are 
waiting for a oy of power to change their heart 5; while it 


- is evident to every spiritual mind that they are living ina 


careless state. You eel find this delusion most prev ralent 

among those who nave acquired, in one way or other, a 
speculative knowiled c of the leading doctrines of the gos- 
pel.. They assent ti all-you say of sin, and duty, the ne- 
ce ssity of being born again, growth in real religion, and 
bringing forth the fruits o frighteousness: and so tang as you 
dweil ine nera 1k terms on these most important subjects, you 
will scarcely discern where their subterfuge is. But come 


ly 
to pers onci religion ; inguire minutely, not of the necessity of 
conviction 2 ind conversion i ¢gé oneral, but what they have felt 
of the work ef the Spir tot “Céd on their own so ouls. they will 


tell you what they ought tohave felt. ‘Teil them again “what 
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must be, else they must perish ; insist on it ; inquire closely, 
if at any time of their lives they have been !ed to exclaim, 
What shall.we do to be saved ? Examine; re-examine. 
Have youhad any sleepless nights, and restless days on ac- 
count of your sin? Were you ever, for any length of time, 
afraid that you were on the roadto hell? What w ay did you 
come by your religion ? 2? Were you ever awakened to a sense 
of your danger i in a natural state, by ayenepns or reading 
the Bible, or a sermon, or by any means? Did you ever see 
yourselves without Christ? unbelievers, and having neither 
lot nor part in God’s inheritance ?- Were you ever alarmed 
with thoughts ef death, judgment, and eternity? These 
questions put them to astand: they know not what to an- 
swer. ‘Their conscience, sicepy as it is, will not suffer thena 


positively to say that they have experienced what they nev- 
er felt. Proc Cw dA again : tell them von are_canversing ws rith 








them for eternity : ask k, what they think regeneration te be ? 
They will give you a pretty accurate description of it, from 
what they have learned from books or sermors. Well, ask 
again, Is there any salvation for a soul of mam without be- 
ing bern again ¢ They confess there is not. Propose 
again, Wellthen the great question with you and me is, Am 
I born again ? what say you to that? You kaow, there can 
be no regeneration without conviction, ond conversion from 
our evil thoughts and ways. Men are not bora again, aad 
taken te heaven sleeping. ‘The religion of Christ is a real 
thorough change of heart and life ; a turning from darkness 
to light, and from the power of satan unto God. What say 
you to these things? Are you born again? No; we cannot 
say we are. What? not born again: no unionr to Christ, nor 
communion with him ! and yet so cool and indiffereut on the 
subject: what if you die in this state ! Are you not afraid? 
how can you be at ease ? what way do you get rest night or 
day ? how can you eator sleep? Surely if you believed what 
you say youwould be in despair? To all such solemn nagesee. 
you will find the general answer to be, “‘ What can we do? 
We have slothful carnalhearts. It is only a day of pewer 
that can do for us.” Poor blinded sinners! ‘They thus 
wreést-to their own destruction one of the leading and great 
dectrines of the book of God, viz. that salvation is altogeth- 
er of grace, a doctrine, which, when viewed in connectica 
with the other doctrines of God’s word, is the daily food. 
and song of all God’s children. But so infatuated are mul- 
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titudes of foolish professors,: that they call their stupid car- 
nal form of religion by the name of waiting at the pool 
of ordinances, and stupify their consciences by saying, 
“Christ must do‘all, we can donothing.” ‘Thus they go en 
from time to time, having:a form of godliness, but denying 
-the power thereof : and although, when you closely deal 
with their souls, they must confess ihat they know nething, as 
vet, of real religion, they ar@ like a bear robbed of her whelps 
if you call in question their Christianity, or refuse them 
privileges, as they callthem, viz. baptism and the Lord’s 
supper. , 
But of all such characters, none are farther from the 
kingdom of heaven than those who have acquired speculative 
_&nowledge of the doctrines of grace, chiefly from former 
- convictions and impressions of religion, but have sinned them 
away. ‘The man that wandereth out of the way of under- 
standing shall remain in the congregation of the dead,”? Prow 
xxi. 16. Their consciencesare peculiarly hardened, and when 
by reasoning you drive them from their vain confidence of 
former convictions and impressions, they are sure to shelter 
themselves, under the subterfuge of a day of power ; and no 
reasoning whatever can persuade them but they are waiting 
for it, although they are living in a careless and carnal man- 
ner. Dreadful infatuation! Ah, did we believe that if we pe- 
rish it is our own blame, and that nothing but the power and 
grace of God can save our perishing souls, what effects weuld 
it produce on our hearts and lives? To see a poor carnal 
professor of religion talking about the privileges of the gos- 
pel with a whole heart, and trifling with every important du- 
ty, by saying, Ican do nothing till a day of power, is the 
most shocking spectacle we can behold. It is an attempt to 
lay sin at God’s door and a piain declaration, if we perish, a 
day of poweris toblame. Ah! did we believe that nothing 
but sovereign grace, and almighty power cam overcome the 
rebellion of our hearts, what monsters of iniquity would we 
consider ourselves? If we believed that we were enemies 
against ali God’s perfections—his holy law—the exertions 
of his rich unmerited love,—against Jesus in his infinite 
merit, and unsearchable fulness ; and against the holy Spirit 
in all his gracious operations, where would we seek to hide 
our guilty heads? Did weknow, that every actof sinis amur- 
tering’ of ourselves, andthe more effectually to secure our 
ievitable destruction, a dashing ourselves against’the eter- 
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nal, immutable, holy, and just throne of the Most High: did nh 
we perceive, that we, poor wretched creatures, full of invet- i 
erate and invincible enmity against Jehovah, oppose the Al- | 
mighty in whatever way he reveals himself: did we but 
know, that we are the very persons, who, having broken alt 
God’s just, holy, and reasonable commandments, ‘reject 
with disdain every overture of peace and recenciliation 
made to us through God’s dear Son: Ah! were we per- 
suaded that we run from God while he follows us with par- 
don, graee, and love; with the tears, sufferings, blood, | 
death, and burial of his own Son; with the remonstrances, ft 
invitations, and intreaties of his word; with the mercies, 
and judgments of his holy providence; with the convic- i 
tions and calls of his holy Spirit: did we know, that the 
best answer we, of ourselves, ever gave him, was, from i 


the bottom of a heart fully intent on what it said. “ Depart = = 





























‘TOnT US, for we desire not the knowledge of thy ways,” 
Job xxi. 14: Add te all this, if we saw but very obscurely 
the awful majesty, justice, and holiness of that God, against - 
whom we poor smoking fire-brands have acted, and then 
say whom we would blame for our destruction. With such 
views of ourselves, of sin, and of God, it is impossible for 
any one to speak, or think lightly of the necessity of the 
power of God in order to salvation. The very thought ’ 
that nothing else, nor nothing less, can overcome our des- 
perately wicked hearts, would either make us run headlong 
to despair, or, viewed in the faith of the gospel, what self- 
ioathing, what self-condemning, what anxiety, what heart- 
breaking, what crying to the Lord, would it work in us! 
Then we would understand the import of that striking pas- 
sage, Jer. xxxi. 18. “ [have surely heard Ephraim bemoan- 
ing himself thus, ‘Thou hast chastized me and I was chas- 
tized, as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke. Turnthou 
me, and [I shall be turned.” 

One great part of experimental religion is, not only to con- 
demn one’s selfon account of sin, to attribute a man’s 
wretchedness, blindness, and nakedness, altogether to him- 
self, and to justify God in condemning him, but also to 
mourn bitterly it is altogether owing to his pride, unbelief, 
hardness, and obstinacy, that he is not eminently holy, and 
far advanced in conformity to the divine image, and in doing 
the will of God. Sin in all its forms is then sure to be a 
man’s own property. Nor can there be any justifying of 
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_God, nor condemning of one’s self, nor true humiliation,, 
“nor repentance, till this be the case. So long as men lay 
their sin at the door of another, as our first parents after the 
fall ; especially so long as men talk of the want of a day of 
power, as being the reason at least why they are not born 
again, and why they do not abound in the duties of the spir- 
itual and divine life, they are proud, impenitent, and unbe- 
lieving. . The child of God knows that nothing could begin, 
nor carry on a work of grace in his soul, but sovereign mer- 
cy and divine ,power ; But this gives him the most humilia- 
ting discovery of his wretched character. What! Can no- 

thing but almighty power bring down the heart to submit to 
infinite love, mercy, and grace? The thought is overwhelm- 
ing, and nevercan be scripturally believed without producing 
the effects mentioned, Ezek. xvi. 63.‘* That thou mayest 
remember and be confounded, and never open thy | mouth 
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wards thee for all that thou hast done, saith the Lord.” 
Ah! poor foolish formalists in religion, how far are you 

from understanding this passage ! When you are told of 
your neglect of the important duties of faith, repentance, 
ove to Christ, and wrestling with God in prayer, the vanity 
of your empty form of godliness, and the immediate necessity 
of being bern from above, you vainly think that you answer 
all, by saying you can do nothing without a day of power. 
Did you believe what you say, you could have no ease in 

your present carnal, secure state ; and you would never 
open your mouth any more.in this way. Think, ah, think 
how much you do to ruin your souls, and provoke God. You 
set up idols in your hearts, you are carnally minded, you trifle 
with the sacred ordinances of God ; but you will not be- 
lieve, repent, love God nor bring forth the fruits of the Spir- 
it. Why? Because you will not. This is the great con- 
troversy that Jehovah has with you, Ezek. xxxiii. 31. 

«¢ And they come unto thee as the people cometh, and they 
sit before thee as my people, and they hear thy words, but 
they will not dothem ; for with their mouth they shew much 
love, but their heart goeth after their covetousness.” Luke 
xiii. 34. ** O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the pro- 
phets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee: How often 
would I have gathered thy childern together, as a hen doth 
gather her brood under her wings, and ye would not.” 
John y. 40. * And you will not come upto me, that you 


f 
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might have life.” Jesus stands knocking at the door of 
your hearts by his word, Spirit, and providence, but you 
tear him out by unbelief, hardness, and impenitency ; and 
yet you vainly conceit that you are willing to receive him, 
and are waiting for aday of power to save you. Oh! be 
entreated by the awful realities of an eternal world, not 
thus to deceive yourselves. Know for certain, God is 

God of truth, when’ he says, Ezek. xviii. 23—* Have i 
any pleasure at all that the wicked should die, and not that 
he should turn from his way and live ?”. Chap. xxxiii. 11. 
“ As I live,. saith the Lord God, Ihave no nleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his 
way andlive: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for 
why will ye die, Oh house of Israel.” Rey. iii. 20. “ Be- 
hold i stand at the door and knock ; if any man hear my 
voice and open the doer, I will come in tohim, and will 

















Sup with him and he with me.” These are the true sayings 
of God. It is then not only foolish, but very. wicked, to 
insinuate, that you are willing to be saved, but. God will 
not save you. Let God be true, but every man a liar. 
Here you would wish to enter into dispute about your na- 
tural and moralinability. But, dispute aside, all you could 
gain by it is, a heaping up to yourselv es wrath against the 
day of wrath, and revelation of the righteous judgement of 
God. Teli me, in one word, is it God, or your own wick- 
ed heart, that leads you to live a carnal, secure, and irre- 
ligious life? You dare not charge iton God. Therefore, 
talk no longer of your waiting for a day of power. None 
in God’s creation will believe you, till your heart and flesh 
cry out for the living God—till you have atleast the same 
anxiety for it, that a sick person has, after a dreary, pain- 
full and sleepless night, for the light of the morning. "hen 
would the Sun of righteousness arise upon you, with healing 
under his wings. But, ifyoulive anddie carelessly, dream- 
ing of a day of power, remember that when the secrets of 
hearts are judged by the gospel of salvation, every mouth 
shall be stopped, and the world of impenitent, and unbe- 
lieving sinners be found guilty and self-condemned before 
God. : 
W. B. 
N. B. Let notthose who profess to preach the gospel of 
‘God's grace, hum over the doctrines of free grace, man’s 
inability to do good, and the necessity of a day of power to 
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change the heart’ without insisting on the obligations of the 
divine law, of faith and repentance, and practical holiness, 
and growth in grace. If they do, the backslidings of the 
godly, and the blood of all the souls whom they thus de- 
ceive, shall be found in their skirts. Ezek. i. 17,—22. 
Chap. xxxili. 7. 


£ 





ON THE TRUE DIGNITY OF MAN. 


ee Se 


I. has been objected against Christianity, that it exhibits 
degrading views of human nature, injurious to virtue, in- 
asmuch as they generate a mean and abject state of mind, 
and extinguish that generous pride, as it is called, which 
is the incentive to worthy actions. This is one prool, 
among many, that Christianity is little understood by those 
who oppose it. .A small part ofit only is known ; and from 





enice conclusions are drawn as if it formed the whole. 

It is true that Christianity exhibits man as fallen very 
low ; butis it not also true, that its proper end is highly 
to exalthim? Itrepresents him, indeed, as degraded even 
unto hell: but does it not propose, as its very object, to 
raise him up to heaven? How dignified do the Scriptures 
describe him to have been in his origin! His soul inspired 
by the breath of the Almighty ! This beautious globe con- 
trived and fashioned for his habitation ! Every other order 
ofcreatures subjected to him as Lord of all! He himself 
made capable of holding converse with his God, and actu- 
ally admitted to his familiar intimacy and friendship! Are 
not these grand ideas? But one, unspeakably more grand, 
is yet to be mentioned. ‘* God so loved the world, as to 
give his Only-Begotten Son, that we might not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” Astonishing and dignifying consi- 
deration ! The Eternal Son of God, equal with the Father, 
assumes our nature !—values us so highly, as thus to hum- 
ble himself, that we might be exalted ; and submits to 
death, that we might live !—rises again from the dead ; as- 
cends to heaven ; and seats human nature on the very 
‘Fhrone of God!—In that nature receives the adoration of 
all the heavenly hosts ; and officiates as our advocate in the 
court of Heaven !—entitles us to be called, like himself, 
sons of God ; and, sending forth his Divine Spirit, purifies 
our fallen nature, and makes it meet for an inheritance in- 
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corruyable, undefiled, and that fadeth not awav! To these 
contemplations let every meaner thought give way ; and 
if we boast, let us boast of that which constitutes our real 
dignity—let us boast of our religion, and of our Redeemer. 

The unbeliever may perhaps call all this en.husiasm, 
and deem it no better than a visionary fable. But this be- 
ing Christzanity, he is bound either to shew us that human 
nature is more exalted on some other scheme, or to re- 
nounce his objection. | i 
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‘Lge present age has exhibited unprecedented and event- 
ful vicissitudes. Their probable influence upon ,the inter- 
ests of Europe, the balance of power, or the fare of nations, 
now engrosses the attention of politicians and speculatists. 
Serious and reflecting minds, at the same time, cannot fail 
to observe new aspects of the state of religion in the world, 
and interesting circumstances, which seem to forebode to 
ita more extensive reception. It has been generally re- 
marked, that, from the consideration of the awful convul- 
sions which pernicious opinions have fomented abroad, a 
greater external reverence has been professed for religion 
athome. Charity the most fervent, cannot, indeed be so 
blind as to imagine that this profession is very extensively 
sincere. Yet though it may neither, in this point of view, 
be the subject of great triumph to Christains, nor produc- 
tive of lasting benefit to individuals, still this certain ad- 
vantage results from this temper of public opinion, that the 
doctrines of the gospel are listened to with greater respect, 
and its followers regarded with less prejudice. 

How widely different was the aspect and reception of re- 
ligion in the world, at a very late period ! Innumerable pre- 
tenders to science, astonishingly dissimilar in spirit and 
manner to the philosophers of ancient times, and destitute 
of the features and the love of genuine wisdom, had poi- 
soned, by their seductive lucubrations,the public mind. The 
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encyclopedists, oeconomists, and witty superficial sophists 
of France, the grave and argumentative sceptics of Bri- 
tian, the metaphysical, pompous, or extravagant pretenders 
of Germany, had obtained a wonderful and pernicious as- 
cendency over the opinions ef their readers ; and.these rea- 
ders were found in almost every rank of society in Europe. 
The unprincipled were delighted with their imaginary 
triumphs over religion, order, and virtue. The giddy and 
unthinking were intoxicated with their wit. The grave 
were astonished at their presumption. The studious were 
perplexed with their soyelaty. Even the well disposed 
and soberminded were somewhat abashed at the boldness 
of their assaults, at the arrogance of their pretensions, and 
the seductive splendour of their promises. The world was 
to be enlightened. ‘The nations were no longer to be de- 
ceived. Man was to be restored to his rights. Their phi- 
losophy was to effect miraculous revolution And th 








golden age was to return to the world. 

The fatal experiment was at last tried. The dreams of 
these pretended sages were for a time realized. And they 
were permitted, by awful lessons, to teach the nations, 
what human society would be without religion ; what man 
is by his nature, when freed from all restraint ; and what 
is the happiness and the freedom which such philosophy as 
their’s can confer *. 

The current of public opinion is now changed, and, in 
some countries, flows back even with too violent a revul- 
sion. In France, such is the impression of the people’s 
fatal experience, such the cravings of remorse in some, 
such the impulse of fear in others, such thé prevailing hor- 
ror forthe enormities of atheism, and such the defect of 
salutary instruction, that, though real religion is little 


* teem Through the devoted land, 

Discord unfurls her flag ; War sounds his Jarums ; 
Famine spreads her fangs, and howls her dismal song. 
At their dire ravages, Philosophy aghast, 

Gazes on mighty mischief, which her dreams 
Foretold not, but provok’d. Religion veil’d, 
Retires awhile, to shroud her sacred head. 

And liberty, that mountain-nymph so bright, 
Shrinks from the miseries foster’d by her name, 
Feebly supports her standard stain’d with blood, 
Beckons for distant aid, and turns her eyes to weep. 











Prospects of the State of Religien Abroad. 445 


known, Popery, with all its defects, i is again, in many dis- 
tricts, eagerly embraced. Itis not merely the illiterate. 
and bigoted who are seen to adopt this, the most irrational 
and superstitious perversion of Christianity, but many of 
the learned, many that were once even its most decided 
opponents, now willingly profess its peculiarities. Of 
these the amiable and eloquent La Harpe was a singular 
example ; onee the favoarite-disciple, the intimate friend 
of Voltaire, and consequently a zealous and remorseless in- 
fidel ; but lately the most active defender, and professed 
champion, of the established religion of his country. The 
very form of the new ecclesiastical establishment of France, 
is infinitely more favourable to the revival of Popery, 

though the priests are far from thinking so, than the resto- 
ration of its ancient power and splendour would have been. 
‘The late persecutions, the present poverty, the increased 








parochial duties, the—higher—exertions, and respectability 











required in the clergy, expose them less to the temptations 
oftheir former pomp and affluence, ‘and tend to render them 
more venerable in the eyes of the people. 

The present Ruler of France has sufficiently shewn, that 
he regards the established religion merely as an engine of 
state, and that he will model and direct its forms as he 
thinks most conducive to his views. But if ever the royal 
family shallbe restored, it may be readily conceived, that 
the aspect of the public religion will be totally. dissimilar to 
what the restoration of the British Charles exhibited, 
though from precisely similar causes. As during the pre- 
valence of the republic and the usurpation of Cromwell, a 
strict and severe religion was professed, in direct contrast 
to this, infidelity and licentiousness, even to affectation, be- 
came the characteristic badge ofthe court. In France, as 
licentiousness and atheism have been the boast of the re- 
public, itis highly prebable that if royalty should be resto- 
red, it would be the fashion, even among courtiers, to af- 
fect to be religious and devout. 

From the present government of France, the Protestants, 
in that country, have received considerable encouragement. 
By the Roman Cathelics, they have been accused of par- 
taking i in the enormities of the revolutien ; particularly of 
joiming in the persecution of the priests, and bending too 
obsequiously to the ruling powers. When not only the 
long exclusion of the io estantsdrom ‘the common privi- 
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leges of their country, but the actual and severe persecuti- 
ons for conscience sake which they had endured, are con- 
sidered, it was not to be expected, that, under a change of 
circumstances, at first flattering and plausible, with pros- 
pects of protection and new privileges under the new con- 
stitution of the state, all of them should have been able to 
maintain the tempers of moderation and wisdom. _Irre- 
gularities and errors were certainly committed by some of 
their unstable and misguided members in Provence and 
Languedoc ; but many more were perpetrated in their name, 
or laid with aggravations, by designing men, to their ac- 
count. When under the present government, they receiv- 
ed a legal pledge for protection, and restoration of some 
valued privileges, they expressed their gratitude to the 
Chief Consul, and submission to the powers that were, in 
language far stronger than might be thought becoming 
men professing godliness, which the feelings of renose 
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from the horrors of anarchy and the hope of peace and se- 
curity seem to have dictated. Mr. Marron, their chief 
pastor at Paris, anable and eloquent preacher, is much es- 
teemed, and sometimes consulted by Bonaparte, who seems 
disposed to be favourable to the Protestants, either from 
the conviction of their respectability as citizens, or the de- 
sire of being supported by their good opinion. 

The present Protestants in France, however, have dege- 
nerated sadly from their venerable predecessors of the re- 
formed church in that country, not only in solid learning, 
but in true religion and pure manners. Once possessed of 
two celebrated colleges, of many zealous pastors, and of 
numerous converts and followers, whose lives adorned the 


doctrines they professed, they can now boast but of very 


few of these honours. Their pastors have been long redu- 
ced to seek instruction in divine and human science at Ge- 
neva, a fountain once deemed so pure and hallowed ; but 
now also neglected or polluted. ‘Their children, they are 
now permitted to educate in schools of their own appoint- 
ment and principles ; but they complain of a sad scarcity of 
competent and zealous teachers. New places of worship 
they are allowed to erect, and are likely to increase; and 
some among them are sufficiently desirous to supply them 
with faithful and able pastors. 

It is computed that there are about two millions and a 
half of Protestants now iit France. They reside chiefly in 














the southern provinces, and in the ancient Alsace, though 
they are also to be found in considerable numbers in inany 
of the more populous cities. | 

The most favourable prospects for religion in France, 
arise from the spirit of toleration, forbearance, ‘and atten- 
tien to serious inquiries, which, in many places, now 
prevails, and which, by the blessing of God, may pave the 
way for unprejudiced discussion, and for the active labours 
of enlightened and zealous Christians. 

In Germany, the prevalence of sceptical and licentious 
opinions was lately greater, perhaps, than it hadbeen even 
in France, before the revolution. An active but unsound 
ferment, which, for some time past, has been operating 
with violence in the literary spirits of that country ; the am- 
bitious desire, not merely of celebrity, but of notoriety, ip 
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the needy professors of so many rival universities; the se- 
ductive € popular but pernicious poets; the 
fatal example and writings of the admired Frederick of © 
Prussia, the Russian Catherine, and Joseph the Second ; 

with the delusions of many petty Princes in the Empire, 

aspiring to ape their sentiments, or emulously flattering 
and. syipporting the bold sophists of the day, from the affec- 
tation ot being supposed patrons of literature, with the lax- 
ity of the clergy even in the Protestant states, and the glar- 





ing gtisrim., defects of superstitious establishments im 


other districts, had all combined to poison the public cur- 
rent of opinion, and to toster widely licentiousness in prin- 
ciple and in practice. In the late convulsions of Europe, 
the sophists have been disgraced, by the practical display of 
their systems in actual experiment ; the immoraland se- 
ductive poets are neglected, from the discovery of the dan- 
gerous te cme their writings, and the intreduction of 
2 bette rtaste ; the princes are alarmed, if not converted, 
and profess si: to despise pretenders to. modern philo- 
sophy, and to encourage the restoration of religion. ‘The 

vell known n attempts of Joseph the Second, to disperse the 

gloom of bigotry and ignorance which prev ailed in the Aus~ 
trian states, to suppress useless convents, and to introduce 
a more liberal toleration in religious opinions, have beer 
productive of some adv rantage. The present Elector of 
Bavaria has been still more active in scattering the inhabt- 
tants of the conyents, oa more liberal in promoting the 
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interests of the Protestants, aad the temperate discussion 
of religious principles *. 

In the states professedly Protestant, a fatal departure 
from their original principles, and threatning laxity both 
of practice and opinions, have been for a considerable pe- 
riod too conspicuous. Yet even this unhappy degeneracy 

. is chiefly confined, in its operation, to the great towns, 
princely residences, or the more sophisticated universities. 
In these, the vices which so readily become the concomi- 
tants of courts, camps, luxury, pomp, intrigue, or.sophis- | 
try, have produced their usual fatal effects ; and, perhaps, 
from the peculiar circumstances of Germany, already men- 
tioned, have there broke forth into action with peculia 
virulence. Yet in the retired parts of the country, the vil- 
lages and smaller towns, much of the primitive simplicity 
of manners still subsists, much of the happy influence of 

—the principles of the Reiormation, and considerable Zeal, 

in some parts, for genuine religion. ‘Thisis peculiarly re- 
markable in the states of Hesse and the Upper Rhine. 

Like the Protestants of France, the inhabitants of these 

countries are called Reformed, or Calvinists. The Land- 
grave of Hesse Cassel professes the same distinction of 
prénciples, and promotes the interests of religion. Though 
he was at one time highly unpopular among his subjects, 
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* A very interesting proclamation has just been issued by the Elector 
of Bavaria, upon the subject of religious freedom and toleration. By 
this law, all Christian persuasions, established, and to be established, 
in his dominions, are to, possess the full efjoyment of all civil righis, 
both active and passive: No exclusion shall be exercised towards any 
man, on account of his religious profession: In nominating men to the 
public offices, the Elector will choose those whom he-judges most wor- 
thy, without making any distinction among the three religions intro- 
duced into the German empire. Nothing shall ever be required of any 
individual, inconsistent with his religious principles, or his peace of \ 
conscience: Those whodo not form a particular community for the 
exercise of social devotion, shall not be disturbed in their domestic wor- 
ship: No member of one communion shall be obliged to observe the fes- 
tivals of another: he may attend to his affairs, prov.ded he disturb not 
the worship of others: The Elector will neither interfere jn the internal 
affairs, nor the creeds of the churches, except by the duty of superin- 
tendance and police, attached to the supreme power of the state. 

This singular and unprecedented edict concludes with these words: 
‘¢ We expect the more confidently that our subjects will not mistake the 
beneficent and paternal intention of this decree, because it has no other 
object but the advancement of their well-being, and of their virtue ; and 
because it is entirely founded upon principles generally acknowledged, 
and imperiously preseribed, by the pure and incorruptible morality ef 
that standard, to which all Christian systems are referred.” 
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chiefly for his hiring out and transporting his troops to A- 
merica, inthe unhappy contest of Britain with her colonies, 
he is now much respected, and exercises his power for the 
solid interest of his country, and the advancement of piety 
and learning. ‘he university of Marpurg, under his pro- 

tection, is professedly a Calvinistic institution, and is dis- 
tinguished by many respectable names, and some pious 

teachers. Giessen is Lutheran, where the venerable Koes- 

ter long employed his zeal to oppose the progress of false 

religion and infidelity in Germany ; but now, from the in- 
firmities of age, he has desisted from his salutary labours. 
The schools and gymnasia, throughout the territories of 
Hesse, are, in general, under excellent regulations ; and 
the people eagerly seek to have their children early.and 
thoroughly taught the principles of useful knowledge, and 
the doctrines and duties of their religion. 





in Saxony, the manners of the people are not so pure ; 
the clergy are more relaxed ; some of the universities have 
been conspicuous for obnoxious opinions ; the rulers are 
either too bigoted, like the Elector, who is a Roman Cath- 
olic, or too indiscriminating and inattentive to the manners 
or opinions of their subjects, like the Princes of Gotha and 
Weimar. Yet still there a1e many eminent characters, pious 
individuals, great learning, and even much real religion i in 
Saxony. “The prevailing forms are Lutheran. ‘The Lu- 
theran mode of worship is very interesting and attractive. 
Forms of prayer, simple, energetic, and comprehensive, 
are prescribed in their books of devotion. ‘To these, the 
officiating pastor adds prayers called extemporaneous, adapt- 
ed to the subject of his discourse, or the circumstances of 
his audience. ‘The sermons are of considerable length, of- 
ten devout, animating and eloquent. The hymns employ- 
ed, are many of them the compositions of Luther himself, 
and sometimes display wonderful felicity of expression, sub- 
limity of thought and ardour of devotion *. ‘Their sacred 
music is singularly beautiful and affecting ; though, 1n their 
large towns, or courtly churches, their bands and variety 
of instruments, appear unsuitable and theatrical, ‘There are 


* Besides obligations of infinitely higher value, for which the Ger- 
mans (and Europe in general) are indebted to Luther, the first classical 
polishing of their language, the rudiments of their poetry and the founda- 
tion of their literature, are to be numbered among the effects of his ge- 
nius and his labours. 
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some fopperies and seemingly superstitious rites in some of 
their forms, especially 1 in the communion-service and the 
festivals of some saints, that too obviously betray their Po- 
pishorigin. But still the discipline, the tendency, the spirit 
of Lutheranism claim much well-merited praise, and have 
been productive of unspeakable goad to the northern nations 
of Europe. ‘The usual hymns and prayers, and even the 
mode of preaching in the Lutheran churches, in Sweden 
and Denmark as well as in some parts of Germany, are ad- 
dressed powerfully tothe heart and affections, and employ 
strong language, and ardent sentiments, which in England 
would be cailed Methodistical. ‘There are, however, more 
than enough of modish courtly preachers, whose discourses 
are as cold and unimpressive, and as destitute of the pe- 
culiar and animating doctrines of Christianity, as any fash- 
ionable audience could wish. Such are the published ser- 
mons of Politz, Tischer. Ammon, 7 De at a CT = 








“nard, though they are admired and extolled by many in 
Germany. The sermons of Cramer, and of the celebrated 
historian Mosheim, areof avery different character. The 
last indeed, if they were not sometimes too long, and en- 
cumbered with some adventitious superfluities, might be 
regarded as models of pulpit-eloquence and faithful preach- 
ing. -They unite qualities which are seldom or never found 
either in French or English sermons ; ardent piety, with 
vigorous judgment ; solid argument, with powerful elo- 
quence; a deep acquaintance with human life and the heart 
of man, witha thereugh knowledge of the scriptures, and 
skilful distribution of the doctrines of Christ. 

The states which are subject to the Prussian government, 
display a motley variety of ecclesiastical forms. In Silesia 
and Poland, the Roman Catholic profession predominates. 
In Prussia and Brandenburg, the Lutherans are most nu- 
merous. ‘Lhere are, however, a very great number of 
churches and societies called Calvinistic, or Reformed, 
The King himself professes this creed. It has indeed been 
the profession of the royal family for several reigns. The 
great Elector, it was said, when upon a visit to his son-in- 
law, the Prince of Orange, in Holland, was so struck with 
the simplicity and purity of the Calvinistic and Pres- 
byterian worship of that country, that he resolved to em- 
brace ithimself, and to recommend or promote its adoption 
in his own territories. 
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A sad decline, since that period, has fatally appeared in 
the aspect of religious opinions and manners in the Prus- 
sian states. I'rederic', so little entitled, in their just sense, 
to the names, which the world lav ished upon him with its 
usual blindness, the Great, and the Protestant Hero, em- 
ployed every insidious art, and indeed avouched an avow- 
ed purpose, to undermine or extinguish all religion in his 
kingdom. Frederick William, his successor, as a judici- 
ous Professor has remarked, effected, if possible, more 
injury to religion than his predecessor. For he sometimes 
professed to be devout, and published edicts to enforce the 
interests of religion, but the open irregularities of his life, 

‘not only counteracted his professed designs, but brought 
them, with himself, into contempt. ‘The present King is 
regular and decent in his conduct, domestic and retired in 




















his manner of life, but displaying ne—energy—to_promote 
an essential reformation in the manners of his people, or to 
restore the dignity and active influence of religion. Though 
he is, in some re spects, unpopular among his subjects, yet 
the decency of his private conduct merits praise, and is 
certamly, in every point cf view, far more benef@ial than 
the dazzling but pernicious examples of some of his pre 
decessors. ” At Potsdam, he regularly attends thc he oN 
tions of public worship, and joims in the communion-ser-~ 
viceonce in the year. ‘Too ma iny of his courtiers and of- 
ficers retain the unhappy impressions of the former reigns ; 
but there are also some, who exhibit better principles, and 
shew a sincere regard to sound faith and good morals. 

Oi the Calvinistic and reformed profession of faith, there 
are many churches at Berlin, and in the states around, 
where the service is performed either in the German or 


the French languages. The revocation of the Edict of 


Nantz drove many French Protestant refugees to seck 
shelter in this country, and to enrich or adorn it withtheir 
industrious habits and salutary principles. Among the 
pastors of these, the names of Abbadie, Lenfant, Beau- 
sobre, Formey, Ancillon, are well known, and long cele- 

brated. ‘The venerable Erman is at present their senior 
pastor, entitled the Dean of their College, and presides 

over a most useful seminary of education under that name. 
In this college, many students, both of French and Ger- 

man extraction, are taught the principles of useful know- 
ledge, classical literature, mathematic cs, logic, moral an 
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natural philosophy, biblical criticism, and theology. Can- 
didates for the office of the ministry are strictly examined 
in public, in the Latin and French languages, and some- 
times in German, upon their progress and attainments, 
twice in the year. The King shews much attention, and 
reposes great confidence in Erman the Dean. 

It would be tedious to detail the particular state of the 
other provinces and chief towns of Germany. ‘Through 
the whole Empire, the influence of the Popish Church is 
greatly enfeebled, the institutions of the Protestant religion 
more extensively respected, and, in some districts, well- 
disposed and ¢@evout men, of other denominations, Mora- 
vians, Baptists, and Independents, exert their labours to 
promote or revive the influence of religion. 

It is a singular circumstance in the strange revolutions 
of the age, that even in the adjusting of the proposed in- 
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institutions have been overthrow n, the number of Protes- 
tant states and voters in the Diet of the Empire have been 
greatly increased ; and a probability appears, that at some 
future p@riod, a Protestant Emperor may rule in Germa any. 

From the striking alteration in the current of public opin- 
ion resulting from the horrors of the French revolution, 
from the conduct and obvious interests of the present rulers 
of the Continent, from the peculiar circumstances of the 
nations around, from the disgrace of sophistry, and the pre- 
valence of religious toleration and dispassionate respectful 
inquiry into the claims and doctrines of Christianity, more 
animating prospects perhaps may be entertained of a more 
extensive reception of a sound and primitive religion, than 
any former period since the Reformation has afforded. 
The sovereign Disposer of all events still may ordain good 
out of evil, confound the projects of his foes, by the very is« 

sue of their own devices, and cause the subtilty of sophists, 
the persecutipn of tyrants, whether democratic or despotic, 
the frenzy or the impotence, the power, or even the wrath 
of man, to render him praise. 


(To be continued. ) 
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THE MISERABLE INFIDEL. 


Sir, To the Editor. 3 


It has often been observed, that the greatest degree of error and stupid- 
ity concerning moral obligation and duty, and a state of retribution 
in the world to come, is found in certain persons who have been the 
subjects of serious impressions, and by long resisting their own con- 
sciences and the striving of God’s Spirit, have provoked him to leave 
them to their own blindness and lusts. Asa warning to others, I 
have transmitted you the following instance :— 


A MAN who possessed reason and sagacity above the com- 





Mon oressst Si, an Pavout tie age Oo iirty, fell into such a 
state of debility as rendered him incapable of much attention 
to business. Before this, he had discovered an inordinate 
attachment to property, and emitted neither diligence, nor 
art, nor parsimony, to obtain it. His state was called Hy- 
pochendriac, by his neighbors ; for a certain recluseness of 
temper prevented his communicating to them the distract- 
ing feelings of his mind. When he was in this state, I ac- 
cidentally passed:a day in his company. After a skort con- 
versation, I discovered marks of a wounded conscience, and 
told him my suspicion, that his whole disorder proceeded 
irom anxiety on spiritual accounts. Finding I had detected 
his feelings, he made a frank acknowledgment it was -the 
case ; but solicited that it might remaina secret with me. 
He told me of sundry times, in his past life, when, for short 
seasons, his conscience had continually accused him. He 
had seen himself to be a sinner, if there were any truth in 
the scriptures ; and he dreaded an appearance before God, 
as the most awful of all events; still he could not bear to 
think of another kind of life, and of parting with those 
worldly designs which had governed his past conduct. He 
said he had betn many months‘in this situation ; and some- 
thing continually sounded in his ears that he was a sinner, 
thathe must die and come to judgment, and without ano- 
ther state of heart, must be miserable; but, added he, “I 
cannot part with my worldly schemes. I must again 'be a 


man of business; I have just laid a foundation for BUCCESS 5 
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and if I give way to these apprehensions, there isan end 
of my prospects. This I own to be the cause of all my 
gloom, and if I could put another world, and my own pre- 
parations for it out of sight, I should again be a happy 
man.” 

I immediately perceived, that although he felt some con- 
viction of the truth, he was contending with one who will 
prevail. I set before him the danger of resisting such im- 
pressions ; the folly of preferring an avaricious life of gain 
to the immortal interest of his soul ; and the superior wis- 
dom of subordinating all our worldly labours, views, and 
hopes to our eternal well-being. I endeavoured to shew 
him his true state, his need of another heart, the danger of 
his being left to a most ruinous blindness, and to eternal 
misery. After much solemn conversation, we parted. 

Nearly ayear from this time, we had another opportuni- 
ty for free discourse. It was sought by himself, with av 








evident design to confront and reproach me, for the exhor- 
tation I had given him with the most friendly intention. I 
instantly saw that his seriousness was departed, and his 
conscience seared. By his own account, he continued se- 
veral months longer in that state of apprehension and resis- 
tance to the truth which has been described ; when he came 
to the rash opinion, that the whole of his past feelings were 
but an hynochondriac gloom ; and supported himself by the 
following argument :—“* You know that hypochondriacism 
is a false imagination of the mind; and within one week 
after I detected my folly in being so anxious for another 
world, I became well and happy, and have so continued.” 
He further added, I now think that all the notions I have 
had concerning the holiness of God, and the rewards of 
another world, are false. Asto sin, it is evident there 
can be no such thing; nor shall 1 any more exist after this 
body dies, than those trees before nus will exist hereafter, 
and be happy or miserable.” ‘ But,’ replied I, ‘is it nota 
sloomy thought, that your existence will cease when your 
} ody dies? ** As for that,” -he answered, “I cannot help 
it; and we must make the most of what we have.” I per- 
ceived him determined not to think, lest it should make 
him unhappy ; and on my solicitously urging him to review 
the momentous subject, he be scame peevish, and said | was 
irying to give mys self importance in the world, by all I said 
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His life, for several years after this, was such as might 
be expected: from his principles. Riches were hfs idol, 
His parsimony preserved him from licentious excess. Ho- 
nest men detested the principles by which they saw him te 
be governed. His unprincipled associates were afraid of 
falling under his power. There was pene in his 
countenance indescribeable, that marked him for another 
Cain ; and while many, through necéssity, resorted to him 
for assistance, there was not aman on earth that loved him. 
Passing over several parts of his conduct, which evidently 
proceeded from an endeavour to erase from his iar og 
sense of moral obligation, of sin, and a state where im- 
penitent sinners shall receive a reward according to id 
deeds, I shall now come to his death-bed. A just Provi- 
dence forbade him along state of decay, as a season of ad- 
monition and preparation for eternity. He had his cail 


























before, andit- was rejected. An awlul accident in a mo- 
ment placed him in a hopeless state, and within two days 
of his exit from this world. This accident, though fatal, 
did not immediately affect his head ; and the powers of rea- 
son were in full strength. 

Now; behold, the man who exploded moral obligation, 
denied the existence of sin, determined there was no future 
life, and consequently no punishment for him; and all this 
for the sake of gaining and enjoying this world without - 
molestations of his own conscience. ‘True it is, that, 
this awful moment, he was left to a great degree of wudi- 
cial blindness concerning another world, the nature of hope- 
ful preparation for death, and the just and eternal reward 
of sin ; but misery and dismay rose upon him from a quar- 
ter he did not expect. His beloved scuome of ceasing to 
exist at death, became his terror. ~ “ And have I now,” 
said he, “* done with existence? Shall I presently cease to 
think, to see, to feel? Am I to exist buta few moments 
filled with pain, and then lie down to be nothing for ever? 
I am pained for the fruits of my labour ;-—~- [ have laboured 
for nothing ‘i I cannot bid farewell to the earnings of so 
many years.” 

On being told, by one who had not known his previous 
opinions, ‘That he certainly should exist; and that the fu- 
tur being of men was indicated by nature, and made sure 
by scriptural evidence, an aspect of still greater horror set- 
tled on his countenance ; and, after a pause of a minute, 


~ 


0 H 




























426 The Miserable In rfidel. 


he replied, “If those Scriptures are true, eternity will be 
more dreadful to me than the loss of being. I will not 
believe them; yet, how dreadful the idea of sinking into 
eternal thoughtless night !—This struggle of feeling lasted 
but a few minutes before this miserable man either sunk in- 
to the eternal sleep which he dreaded, or opened his eyes 
in an eternity to him more dreadful! 

Such are the dying comforts of impiety and infidelity. 
Thus, at Jast, will the excuses and pleas of irreligion tor- 
ment those who adopt them in their lives to quiet an accus- 
ing conscience, and resist the warnings of the Holy Spirit, 
who strives with men. This is a fearful example of that 
blindness into which many are left judicially to fall, thro? 
grieving the Spirit of grace. 

—~<s +o 


Yo this striking Narrative, we beg leave to add the following 





zmpressive Passage from a Sermon, on2 Pet. 7.11, deli. 








Dered by the Rev. Mr. Mason, of New-York, when in 
London, and communicated by a Friend who heard it :— 
1. But there are men who set up for wise-men : they 
have discovered the imposiure, they have found out the 
cheat ; they wish to unshackle you, — they would release 
you from your tkraldom. From your thraldom! What, 
from tle thraldom of a hope of the everlasting kingdom ? 
Do you wish to be released from swch thraldom ? God have 
mercy on you if youdo! Havethey aughtto give in com- 
promise ? Can they tell us what awaits beyond that grave ? 
No ; if they think at all, it is darkness ; uncertainty, and 
dread conjecture. The laugh ofa fool is a miserable ex- 
change for an eternal hope. Why, cruel philosopher, would 
you take away the joy of my heart? Why would you remit 
me to the melancholy thought of no paternal providence, 
no redeeming love? Enjoy your guilt alone ;—breathe out 
your complaints to the woods and to the rocks j—curse not 
me with your discoveries, nor kill me with your truths. Oh, 
comfortless Heavens! Oh, melancholy earth! Oh, gloomy 
world! Qh, wretched nature ! without the prospect of an 
entrance into the Master’s fag a How loud the winds 
howl! How loud the waves roar! How cruel the storm! 
Tossed hither and thither by the tempest, directed bv ne 
pilot, but where Lethe flows, where the black river of Ob- 
lividn rolis! Oh! no, no;no ; bot upon suchterms. Keep 
your discoveries--—we won’t give up our hope of “ an en- 
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trance into the kingdom ;” and we will press closer to our 
hearts the precious volume which reveals it tous. Thisis 


the anchor of our souls.” 
AONE Eh LE EY SE SE 


ADVERTISEMENT EXTRAORDINARY! 
PLENTY OF WORK AND SCARCITY OF HANDS. 


—— «tee 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY, 
IN THE SERVICE OF KING IMMANUEL, 





A vAsT number of active Young Men and Women of a 
right spirit, who are not afraid of work. No idlers, no 
drones, no fine+fingered gentry, afraid of soiling their deli- 

cate hands,—but /abourers, who will find their reward in 
their labour, and their meat and drink 1 in their service. 


Pienty of work !—Potenr e creat ios 








and difficulties to encounter; sin, and its attendant EN 
edness gaining ground with alarming strides ; thousands 
of immortals hurrying along the broad road to everlasting 
ruin, in want of faithful ministers to warn them of their 
danger ; thousands of poor children in the Sunday-schools, 
apparently , eager to hear and learn the words of eternal life, 
In, want of instructors ;—in some places, fifty or sixty col- 
lecting together, .and no teacher to meet them, obliged ‘to 
return home! The state of the villages, &c. is, in this ree 


spect, deplorable in many instances. Hark! the groans of 


deen distress from the wretched abodes of poverty and 
want !—See pale Sickness stretched, languishing on her 
humble couch of miserable straw !—See the death-struck 
sinner, alarmed at the approach of the King of Terrors, 
with pallid countenance, stretch the nerveless arm, and 
callfor the soft hand of humanity and Christian love, to 
wipe off the tear of anguish, and point to realms of ever- 
lasting life and bliss! Rouse from your lethargy, ye lazy 
Christians, and come to your work. 

Plenty of employ for all ranks and conditions ;~-some- 
thing for every hand todo. ‘The poor children in the Sun- 
day-schools, &c. without sufficient clothing to shield them 
fromthe piercing winds and pinching cold of inclement 
winter : some without shoes or stockings,—-some without 
hats, &c.—Those who cannot contribute liberally, can lend 
ahand to mend old garments, &c. If you cannot give a 
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talent, there is no one but has a mite to contribute. You 
can do semething. Are there none will come forward like 
men, and nobly volunteer their services, and sacrifice a 
little of their time and ease ? The time is short,—the day 
is far spent,—the Work is great and arduous,—the night is 
at hand, when no man can work ;--up and be doing there- 
fore, for there is neither knowledge nor device, nor work in 
the silent grave, to which you are rapidly passing. Oppor- 
tunity once lost, lost for ever ! 

Great wages and good encouragement will be given to 
faithful servants; namely, the pleasure arising from the 
work, the approbation of conscience (one hour of which 
outweighs the world)—the joy arising from the considera- 
tion of being made instrumental to the salvation of immor- 
talsouls,—an' inheritance, a kingdom, a crown of eternal 


life, the reward of grace. 
Minima Miwan 


eat we ae 











£’. 5. Apply to the servants of IamMANUEL, in town and 
country. 





MEMOIRS 
OF MISS SUSANNA ANTHONY, 


Who diedat Newport, Rkode-Island, Fune 23,1791, in the 

Sixty-fifth Year of her Age ; consisting chiefly of Extracts 
Jrom her Writings ; with some brief Observations on them. 
Compiled by Sam. Hopkins, D. D. Pastor of the First 
Congregational Church in Newport. dA New <£dition, 
with a Recommendatory Preface, by Dr. Ryland, Mr. 
Fuller, and Mr. Sutcliffe. 8vo. 


wmweregh 4 Fes 


~~ 


| ‘Tas work is dedicated tethe Christian females of Great 

Britain ; and is well worthy their perusal. It contains a 
fine display of experimental religion; and shews the supe- 
riority, purity, and happiness of that life which is spent 
in communion with God. Those who have read the Life 
of the late Mr. Pearce, and wish for a companion to that 
work, will here be highly gratified. Mr. Pearce was in- 
deed a public character,—and the subject of these Memoirs 
a private one ; but ‘the violet, though less conspicuous, is 
not less fragrant nor beautiful than the rose.” Miss Antho- 
ny hada clear view of the doctrines of grace ; was early 




























Methodist Conference. | 429 


devoted to God ; remarkable for prayer, temperance, dili- 
gence, reading the Scriptures, and consistency of conduct. 
“We entirely agree, therefore, with the respectable writerg 
of the Dedication, that while this volume may be peculiar- 
ly useful to Christian females, yet no serious person can 
read it without perceiving the sweetness and importance of 
heavenly things. It affords a singular specimen of the pow- 
erful influence of evangelical principles upon the heart and 
life ; and must provoke the Christian reader to emulate 
the same holy and happy attainment, walking by the same 
rule, and minding the same thing. 


rine enepataieeanenesmapeemmmnsaeesites — 
FROM THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER, SEPT. 1803. 





METHODIST CONFERENCE, 


—— + 


W: have been favoured with a copy of the minutes of the 
last conference of the methodist preachers in Mr. Westley’s 
connection, which was begun at Manchester, on the 25th 
July last: some particulars contained in itwe shall notice for 
the information of our readers. 

The numbers belonging to the society in Great Britain 
and Ireland are stated to amountto - -+- - 120,804 
In the British dominions in America, - - - 1,393 
In the West-Indies—whites re 1,641 

\ blacks - ~ 14,221 





15,862 
In the United States—whites » 78,831 
blacks -. - 18,684 





97,515 


Total. in Europe and America : - - 234,181 





We are sorry to observe that the separation of the metho- 
dists from the chureh of England, notwithstanding their 
professions of attachment to her communion, becomes wider 
and wider every year, and we doubt not will soon be com- 
plete. At-each succeeding conference during the last seven 
or eight years, numerous societies obtained leave to have 
the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper administered by their 
own preachers. Atthe last conference no fewer thaa thirty- 
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five societies indifferent parts of the kingdom petitioned for 
'a similar indulgence, and had their request granted. 

In consequence, we apprehend, of some irregularities 
which have lately taken place in the connection, a question 
arose, whether women should be permitted to preach among 
the methodists ; and upon this question the following deter- 
mination was adepted by the conference, viz. “* We are of 
opinion that, in general, they oughtnot. 1. Because a vast 
majority of our people are opposed te it. 2. Because their 
preaching does not at all seem necessary, there being a suf- 
ficiency of preachers whem God has accredited, to supply 
all the places in our connection with regular preaching. But 
if any woman among us think she has an extraordinary call 
from God to speak in public (and we are sure it must be an 
extraordinary call that can authorize it), we are of opinion 
she should, in general, address her own sex and those only: 


Jina ® MerimMmit« 





ted to preach in any part of our connection, and when’ so 
permitted, it should be under the following regulations : 
1. They shall not preach in the circuit where they reside, 
until thay have obtained the approbation of the superintend- 
ant, and a quarterly meeting. 2. Before they go into any 
circuit to preach, they shall have awrztien invitation from 
the superintendant of such cireuit, and a recommendatory 
note from the superintendant of their own circuit.” 

That in the present enlightened state of the Christian 
world, such a question should have been at all proposed, may 
seem surprising ; but the deeision of the preachers, and tWe 
grounds of that decision are still more extraordinary. The 
opinion, that women oughé not to preach, proceeds, not upon 


the solid ground of Scripture; ‘“* Let your women keep 


silence in the churches, for it is not permitted unto them to 
speak,” 1 Cor. xiv. 34. but upon reasons of so trivial and 
unsatisfactory a nature, that they In reality amount to noth- 
ing. Were they then ignorant of the above text, or does 
it speak a dubious or equivocal language ? If in settling a 
question of this nature, words so plain and precise, and so 
directly applying to the case in hand, are to be overlooked ; 
with equal reason may the decalogue be overlooked in de- 
ciding on the lawfulness of theft or adultery; aithough we 
trust it is scarcely probable that the innovating spirit of en- 
thusiasm will ¢o so far as to propose such aquestion. But 


to return: women arenot to preach, not because the thing 
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is wrong, but because a vast majority of the people are opposed 
to it, and because there are preachers enough without them. 
This opinion, however is qualified. Women, zn general, , 
ought not to preach. There are, it would seem, exempt 
cases : but these we conceive will comprehend every woman 
who so far forgets whatis due to the modesty of her sex, and 
the authority of God’s word, as to propose'to preach: for if 
any woman think she has, an extraordinary call from God to 
speak in public*, then it seems she may be ‘allowed to preach. 
We will venture to predict that no female candidate for the 
office of preacher will remain without a licence to indulge 
her preaching propensities, if it depend on such a qualifica- 
tion ; for no woman would ever think of preaching, unless 
she had previously wrought herself into an enthusiastical 
persuasion that she had an extraordinary call, ‘But thefunc- 
tions of these female preachers, though thus divinely _accre- 








aited, are to be limited to their cwn sex only. Let us suppose, 
however, that these female preachers should chuse to think 
that their call is to preach tomen aswell as to women ; how 
can the conference presume to resist what they admit may 
be the voice of God? or what reply will they make to those 
who, encouraged in such mischievous delusions by their own 
decree, shall say, ‘* we must obey God rather than man.” 

‘Chis circumstance affords a striking proof of the danger 
of abandoning the safe path of scriptural truth and order ; 
and venturing upon the wild and devious track of popular 
opinion. How thankful ought we to be forbeing preserved 
by the constitution of our church, from such unscriptural 
innovations. 

It appears from one or two passages 1n the minutes of the 
conference, that there have been some dissensions in the so- 
ciety during the last year, but their nature is not distinctly 
stated. 

* Can there be an extraordinary call from God to do that which is 


forbidden in his word ? Men and women may lie, and Satan may de- 
yceive, but God cannot contradict himself. 
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Religious Jutelligence. 


FROM THE LONDON EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE. 


——— + 


W: have the pleasure to learn, that Mr. and Mrs. Cham- 
~...berlain, the Baptist Missionaries, have arrived safe at 

Serampore, the latter end of January last. The Saturday 

before which, Mr. Carey baptized the first Brahman ; and 

another person, who had been a devotee. The account 

which they gave’to the Church, of the: work of God on 

their souls, filled every heart with pleasure. The Brah- 

man is a young man, and appears very intelligent. His 

name is Chrishnoo Prussad ;—the other named Boodwee 

Sa. ie. 

The Christian world will derive great satisfaction from | 
the perusal of a Letter from Mr. Gerrike to a Relation ; in 
which he gives an account of the joyful reception of the 
gospel, by wHOLE viLLAGEs of Heathen. Mr. Gerrike 
is a Missionary employed in the East Indies, by the Soci- 
ety for promoting Christian Knowledge. He succeeds the 
late excellent Mr. Schwartz; and appears to possess the 
same Missionary Spirit. 

We have the happiness also to communicate an animat- 
ing Letter from the Missionaries in Holland, intended for 
the Island of Ceylon :—likewise a judicious: Letter from 
America, Heclative to the late extraordinary revival of reli- 
gion in that coantry. 











—— + a= —~ 
Extract of a Letter from Mr. Gerrike to a Relation. 
Sir, Vaparry, Jan. 18,°1803. 


I wRoTE to you last from Seringapatam ; since that time 
I have experienced great hardships, and also singular mer- 
cies. When, in my journey, I came near to the extremity 
of the peninsulas, 1 found whole villages waiting anxious- 
ly for my coming, to be further instructed and baptized. « 
They had got acquainted with our native priest in that coun- 
try, and the Catechists and Christians; and had learned 
from them the catechism - which those who could write co- 
pied, to learn it themselves at their leisure. When they 
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heard of my coming, they broke their idols to pieces, and 
converted their temples into Christian churches; in which 
I instructed and baptised them (in some about 200, in 
others near 800) ; formed them into Christian congrega- 
tions ; procured for them catechists and schoolmasters ; aad 
made them choose, jin each place, four elders. These ex- 
amples awakened the whole country; and when [ was 
about to leave it, the inhabitants of many more villages sent 
messages to me, begging of me to remain a couple of 
months longer in the country ; and to do in their villages 
the good work I had done in those of their neighbours. My 
situation not allowing this, I recommended them to the 
native priests, and catechists that are there ; and since that, 
there have been instructed and baptised 2700 people more, 
and eighteen more congregations have been formed. As 
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mong these new converts are several chiefs, all very Zea-— 





sts; and one of them travels about, preaching the gospel: 
but since myreturn, some of the Heathens of that country, 
old enemies, have stirred up a persecution against them, 
and they have written to me to return, as soon as possible ; 
for while | was among .them, all went on very smoothly ; 
and the Heathens themselves seemed to feel a pleasure tn 
what was going on. But it pleased Godto afilictme with 
a fever, which began with a cold fit, which I contracted, per- 
haps, in the latter part of my journey, when I came through 
much rain and water in the monsoon ; and from which I re- 
cover now by slow degrees. Perhaps my grief, and the 
many painful letters I wrote, have contributed to my illness. 
When I began to recover, I found a letter from that.country ; 
which I was afraid to open in my extremely weak state. ‘Tt 
contained the good news, that the persecution had abated in 
several places ; and that the Christians, who had been con- 
fined, had been honourably acquitted. From that time I 
began to recover. ‘lhe constancy of these people, under 
their sufferings, may overcome their enemies, and contribute 
greatly to the spread of the gospel in those parts. ‘The 
Rev. Mr. Kohloff is willing to go into the harvest, and be 
for some time among them; and a very fit person he is for 
such a work. It requires great humility and discretion, and 
a mind that, by grace, has learned tobe content, for the sake 
of Christ, with many things which are not pleasant. 

Yours, &c. 


W. GERRIKE, 
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Extract of a letter from four German Missicnaries, now 
learning the Dutch language in Holland, who are intended 


for the Island of Ceylon, Sec. 
Rotterdam, June 17, 1803. 


Dear Brethren inthe Lord, 

“¢ GREAT was our joy when you desired us to leave Ber- 
lin,.in order to take another step towards our mark ; but this 
was much increased, when we had the unexpected pleasure * 
of meeting here our beloved brethren Ullbricht and Palm, 
who daily entertained us with accounts of the tender and 
heart-felt affection they met with from you, during their stay 
in London. 

“We sincerely pray that you may be enabled, without in- 
termission, to exert your powers In behalf of the Heathen 
‘world, which is cqyered with the shades of darkness and 
death, that its children may he converted _to the faith, and 
become partakers of all the blessings purchased for us by: 
Christ’s humiliation, his poverty, his exquisite sufferings, 

and his painful death on the cross. 

“ It affords us the highest satisfaction to think, that, 
through the mercy of God, we are enabled to centribute a 
mite towards the realization of the Saviour’s gracious de- 
signs.. Even the holy angels exult at the cenversion ‘of a 
sinner. Why ? because great and endless would be hismi- j 
sery, as a being disgusting in the sightof his Maker. Hap- 
py, therefore, 1s he who is made accepted in the beloved, 
and to whom all the comiorts apply, which are couched in 
Jesus’ last expression, “ Itis finished!” If angels take an 
interest in such an event, how much more nearly do we feel 
interested in it! This is the reason why thousands of believ- 
ers appear on every prayer-day before the mercy-seat, of- 
fering up fervent supplications for the conversion of the 
Gentiles ; and the great King, who loves to receive pious 
petitions, will not decline answering them in due time. 
Therefore his blessing descends upon us 1n our prayer-meet- 
ings at Rotierdam, as also in shige places ; and on such op- 
portunities the churches never fail being crowded. : 

“ As tous poor creaturcs, we praise ‘the Father in Hea- 
ven fer many mercies granted to us, especially for giving 
us irequent opportunities @f hearing the heart reviving gos- 
pel.; and he has also given us, in the Rev. Mr. Verster, an 
affectionate father, who is unremittingly employed to pre- 
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pare us for our future situation. Nevertheless, dear breth- 
ren, time seems to hangheavy over us till we are employed, 
especially as we know not what impediments and delays the 
war may throw in our way ; but we will wait quietly, and. 
cast all our care on the Lord. 

« Remember us in your prayers, dearest brethren, before 
our merciful Lord, that he may fit us to become messengers. 
of his good-will towards the Heathen nations,” &c. 

. G. Matrues. 
The twa brothers ALBRECHT. 
. P. M. Engwarp. 
Lo the Directors of the ¥ 
Missionary Society. ; 
——O + 
Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Robert Easton, Newburgh, 
aD America, to to the Rev. A. Waugh, ‘London. 








46 Pre state of TeNPioN iS | very different in various parts of 
this country. The deadening poison of infidelity is dread- 
fully prevalent in many places. In Newburgh, where I am 
at present, attempts have been made to organize an infidel 
ociety ; asa large number of the inhabitants are of that un- 
“esas. description. Yet, where infidelity most abounds, 
vhere Satan seems to have the greatest influence, Ged is 
not without his witnesses. There are some who warmly 
embrace, and strenuously contend for the truth of the blessed 
gospel; and may we not reasonably hope, that such efforts 
are present tokens of future success and triumph ? 
“An extraordinary phenoménon has lately appeared, en- 
gaging the attention of all religious parties. itis that of 
people of different denominations meeting together, to the 
amount of two or three thousand at one time ; and many ~ 
of them exhibiting signs of the most uncommon. spiritual 
distress: and, what is an undeniable fact, some pt rofane in- 
fidels and vicious wretches, who go only for sport, receive 
the same serious and violent impressions that others do. 
This began in Kentucky ; and it is now spreading in North 
Carolina, Pennsvivania,~ and Jersey. _A tree fs known by 
its fruits. Sober men, whose ph Lilosophy and experience do 
not lead them to approve entir ely of this religious commo- 
tion, are yet obliged to think more favour ably of it than they 
have done, from ‘the circumstance of its being accompanied, 
in many, with unexceptionable piety and virtue. _ [he vio- 
lent symptoms have disappeared in Kentucky ; and there re- 
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mains, according to the ascounts which I have received, a 
thirst among the people for spiritual knowledge, and a sober 
gladness in hearing the words ef eternal life, with a consci- 
entious attention to the personal and relative duties which 
are enjoined upon Christians. 

P. S. “ The Indian Missions in this country bid fair for 
the most desired success.” 
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| Br a Report of “The Society in Scotland, for propagating 
the eispel at Home,” lately printed, it appears that great 
and successiul exertions have been made, by means chiefly 
of preachers educated for itinerating, and by the occasional 
labours of more settled ministers. Some of the former 
have beereimpioycea im ue north of freland, where their la- 
bours have been much blessed. The Shetland, Orkney, 
and Western Islands have also been visited by the preach. 
ers; and, in many places, where the uncorrupted gospel 
had not been heard for many years, the people in general 
received their visits with thankfulness ; and eagerly solicit- 
ed a renewal of them. 
The Report gives an account of the work in Dunkeld ; 
where it is hoped that 145 persons have experienced the 
ower of divine grace on their souls, by means of the So. 
ciety’s preachers. At Aberteldie fifty-seven persons pro- 
fess to have experienced the same; and by similar instru- 
ments. In the district of Kintyre, which is represented as 
having been in a deplorabie situation, the labours of Mr. 
Archibald M’Callum, though much opposed, have been 
greatly owned. In gaat upwards of thirty give satis- , 
fy ‘ying evidence of their conversion to God. Public dances 
e generally given smh pubii c houses almost forsaken, and 
rents paid with punctuality :—a thing too much neglected 
before. Here, some of the professors were severely tried, 
-—beiag required to leave their farms cr renounce their 
new connection ; and they readily gave up their farms ra- 
ae bin their pastor ; and Providence soon appeared in 
xehalf, Others, it is hoped, will be graciously pro- 
vided for. Near 100 persons have become members of 
fir, M’Callum’s church.—In Dumbartonshire, Mr. 
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M’Ewan, who speaks Gaclic, has been heard with great 
attention, and apparent advantage, by crowds of neath 

In Breadalbane, where much ignorance and many wick- 
ed customs prevailed, there has been a considerable awak- 
ening. By the preaching of Mr. Farquharson, and others, 
many have been called ; and about 100 are united in church 

fellowship. 

___The Report concludes with an animated Address to the 
Members of the Society, acknowledging, with thankful- 
ness, what God hath already wrought by their instrumen- 
tality ; and extiting them to pursue their grand object, the 
Salvation of Souls, with feelaaiied ardour. We trans- 
cribe a passage or two :— 

‘¢ Brethren, the present times are favourable to Christian 





exertions, beyond any former period. Civilization 1 and _ 





Commerce have opened, enlichtencd; amd connected the 





——woridin avery remarkable manner. ‘ Say ye not, there are 





yet four months, and then cometh harvest ! Behold, Isay un- 
to you, liftup your eyes, and look on the fields ; forthey are 
white already to harvest.” On the discovery of the New 
World, by Columbus, it is reported, that men of that age 
congratulated each other, that they lived at such a period ; 
but much more may that Christian, who knows his privi~ 
lege, rejoice in the present day. Now thereis an opportu- 
nity of reaping a spiritual harvest; and “ he that reapeth re- 
ceiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto eternal life.” What 
astonishing motives do the Scriptures of truth every where 
exhibit, to lead us to humble confidence, to holy diligence, 
and unremitted activity in the work: of the Lord! We are 
sure that our exertions can never be altoge ‘ther vain. Even 
to prophets, ‘* whom God had not sent ;” even to them, it 
said, ** Butif they had stood in my counsel, and,had caused 
my people to hear my words, then they should have turned 
them from their evil way, and from the evil of their doings.” 
Jer. xxl. 22. 

“ Resolving, from henceforth, not to forbear any more to 
deliver them that are drawn unto death, but be ready to eve- 
ry good work, let us apply these principles tothe case before 
us. Here isan Institution that furnishes the means of sal- 
vation to thousands of our countrymen ; many of whom, be- 
fore it was seton foot, were not seeking after God, but were 
ving without him, and without hope in the world ; and ma- 
ny, without its continued aid, are still unable to support a 
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preacher.—In behalf of this Society, brethren, you are now « 
addressed. Perhaps some of you are still unacquainted 
with the destitute state, in a religious view, of a great part 
of your native land. You will find, on enquiry (and it is 
your duty to enquire) that in many places the people are 
perishing for lack of knowledge ; and that de plorable igno- 
rance, and lukewarm formality fearfully abound. The 
Highlands, particularly, are in a most wretched condition. 
Few, comparatively, of the Highlanders are in possession 
of a Bible ; nor is it sold at sucha price as to be within reach 
of the bulk ef the people. Even in parts of the country where 
this precious treasure is possessed, the instances are but 
rare, in which, without evangelical preaching, it is found to 
be very useful. When this is wanting, men are not only 
naturally averse to take the trouble to read the Bible, but are 
generally misled with fais se teachers, who pervert its con- 


1 1 ¥. 











ccnts: SoS ciey Por sit — TICK TT RIOWICURCe zt bc= 
hoves us ali, beloved, seriously to_reflect on this state of 
things, and well to consider how it may be remedied.” 

It appears from the whole, that the Socica: has sent out 
about 100 preachers, ninety-eightof whom have received 
education for the ministry :—that the expences attending 
so extended a work, are very considerable ;—and that the 
Saciety earnestly solicits further assistance. 

a Adlai 
Extract of aletter from a respectable clergyman to his friend, 
Dated, Elizabeth Town, N. J. June 17th, 1805. 





Very Dear Sir, : 

FTER arriving at New-York, through divine favor, 
in health and safe ety, I hastened to join my Brethren here 
in a creat meeting, the first held in this State, and I have 
just ‘returned from beh olding one of the most H pane 
and glorious scenes which mor tals are permitted to witnes 

The meeti bie vas at Bottle Hill, a place where in ae 
youth [spent near two years in studies ; itbegan on Tues- 
day, and cont niinesd till We dnesday evening ;, it took place 
by ageneral agreement of the Presbyterians i in this circle. 
MEDLY ARERE Ministers were present, and an immense 
concourse of people from all parts oftwo populous counties. 
The veal . M’Whorter presided. ‘The people di- 
vided to two stands, ene at the meeting house, the other 
in the fields, and though the effects in kind were not differ- 
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ent from what we usually observe at seasons of reformation, 
yet, tome, many things appeared rare and unusual. The 
exercises Without exception were in a most peculiarly true 
and elevated style, and were kept up without flagging, yea, 
appeared to rise from first to last. ‘There was, more than 
ever I had seen in Christian assemblies, the appearance of 
an army with banners. Among the saints there was ape- 
culiar trembling of holy fear, and at the same time child- 
like confidence with respect to the issue: they appeared to 
meet with all those emotions’ which arise from being im- 
pelled by a sense of duty, to take such steps as would raise 
high on public ground an expectation, which nothing but 
the special presence of the Lord Jehovah would answer. 
And they were not disappointed: peace was given which 
passeth knowledge, the Spirit to cry Abba Father, and the 
fulness of the blessing of the gospel was poured upon them ; 

















Phe fellowchin of the Spirtand consolation of the Holy 
Ghost abounded. Many sinners were manifestly touched 
with the arrows of conviction. After being on the ground 
so long, the assembly reluctantly broke up, and, as the great- 
er part drew off, 1t was affecting to see those’ more deeply 
impressed, still without motion, scarce looking around them, 
as if~chained to the ground. Among the ministers were 
some of the first talents, their hearts glowing with devotion, 
their minds with eloquence, and their tongues made as the 
pens of ready writers. ‘They appeared as ilamés of fire. 
One present, Mr. Finly, of Baskingridge, lately received 
seventy persons into his church -in one day ; otkers have 
received large numbers.—’ ener my brother, are won- 
deriul things : : we live in wonderful days. 








EXTRACT FROM A VERMONT PAPER. 


Acrez ABLE to previous notice given, a large assembly, 
for the worship of Ged, convened near Dorset mecting 
house, on ‘Luesday last, and continued the exercises 
through that day and the evening with much solemnity ; the 
number attending was estimated at fifteen hundred. On 
Wednesday morning religious ‘exercises were resumed, 
and supported with apparently increasing fervour, with two 
short intervals, through the day. Towards evening the at- 
tendants from a distance generally withdrew, after which 
the residue, forming still a thronged audience for the meet- 
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ing house, attended an evening lecture from the aged Mr. 
Marshal, and continued in solemn exhortation, interesting 
conbanence. earnest supplication, and ardent praise, until 
alate hour. This evening, at sunset, the returns made 
to the editor of the numbers withdrawn, by gentlemen whe 
obligingly stationed themselves at-the turn of the roads to 
ascertain the amount of the concourse attending, brought 
them to fifteen hundred and twenty-nine ; and from the ap- 
pearance of numbers then around the stage, uncounted, it 
is presumed that the whole number could not have been 
less than two thousand. 

Amidst this great assembly solemnity was universally 
prevalent, kindness dignified the residents in the neighbour- 
hood, hospitality was universal, and even apparently produ- 
ced emulation ; accommodation was aimed at by the house- 
holders, to avoid trouble by the distant attendants, and to en- 
joy the scene, by the whole collectively. Thus to aid and 
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vcaided in their progress heavenward, was appapenty the 
desire of the assembled multitude. 

In the course of the exercises, sermons were Selisercd 
from the texts following, and by the persons named, viz. 
A sermon from Luke xiv. 23 —<Andthe Lord said unto the 
servant, go out into the lighways and hedges, andcomapel them 
tocome in, that my house may be filled; preached by Mr. 
Proudfit, of Cambridge, New-York: Asermon from psalm 
1, verse 6 :—-And the heavens shall declarehis righteausness ; 
by Mr. Spaulding: A sermon from Hosea xiii. §: O Zsrael, 
thou hast destreyed thyself, but in me is thy help; by Mr. 
Haynes of Rutland: A sermon from Job i. 11 : But put forth 
thy hand now, andtouch all that he hath, and he will curse 
theeto thy face ; by Mr. Hall, of Granville, New-York : and 
a sermon from Genesis xxiv: 29 :-—And nor if ye will deal 
kindly and truly with my master, tell me, and if not tell me, 
that Imay turn tothe right handor to the left > by Mr. Spaul- 
ding. 

The animation of the scene throughout, was great, the 


general satisfaction apparent, and the | power of divine truth 


hopefully and extensively operative. <A stage was erected, 
under some shade trees, nearly fronting hes meeting house, 
around which seats were arranged, as conveniently as pos- 
sible, for the audience. The air was serene and the wea- 
ther pleasant during the exercises, and not the least accle 
dent occurred to interrupt the felicity of the scene, except 
the fainting of two persons may be deemed such, 
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